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jecting prominently, a pleasant voice, a melodious 
singer, and a great favorite among the children."9 

Strawbridge, a man of great energy, also preached in 
Baltimore, Frederick, and parts of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia. 

Union Churches 
Union churches were quite common in the eighteenth 

and early nineteenth centuries. Many times a commu­
nity whose people consisted of many denominations 
would support one building to which traveling preach­
ers would offer their services. Considering the lack 
of funds and organization of each denomination, the 
Union church provided the alternative until a congrega­
tion could afford its own building. The abandoned 
Union church buildings were often converted into 
schools, also community supported. 

Westminster's Union Church was built on the knoll 
in what is now Westminster Cemetery in the mid-
eighteenth century, replaced by brick in 1818, and 
demolished in 1891. Among the visiting preachers was 
the renowned Francis Asbury, a preacher and organizer 
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EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ORIGINS 

ASCENSION EPI3COPAL CHURCH. 

instrumental in the spread of Methodism throughout 
the country. The Methodist congregation of Westmin­
ster, organized in 1767, used private homes and the 
Union Church for services until 1839. 

Middleburg Union Church, built ca. 1800, also 
served as a school. The Richard Richards Meeting 
House, likewise built around 1800, was the first church 
building in Hampstead. 

Other Denominations Organized After 1770 
The Anglican, Presbyterian, Catholic, and United 

Brethren churches in Carroll County were organized 
after 1770. In 1771 the last Anglican church in Mary-
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CARR-129 
Union Church, site, and Westminster Cemetery 
Church Street 
Westminster Quadrangle 

1991-95 Aerial Photo 



CARR-129 
Union Church, site (Union Meeting House) & Westminster Cemetery 
Church Street, Westminster 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 April 2006 

Cemetery headstones 

Bricks exposed in backdirt within traffic circle atop knoll in cemetery. Site of Union 
Church. Facing southeast. 










